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1.       Read Romans 8:22-25 (sermon focuses on v.23-25) 

2.       What does it mean that we live in the tension of the already/not? Why is this also 
referred to as living between inauguration and consummation? 

3.       What is a “theology of glory,” (also referred to as an over-realized eschatology)?  
How is it related to the already/not yet? 

4.       Practically speaking, why is an over-realized eschatology so dangerous for the 
Christian?   

5.       Is your tendency to live too much in the already (i.e. you expect too much of 
heaven in this life – typically seen by disappointment when bad things happen to you or 
your loved ones), or too much in the not yet (i.e. you expect too little of heaven in this 
life – typically seen by a defeatist, pessimistic mindset where you don’t expect any 
blessings or victories in life)?  Do you realize your need for this to be brought into 
balance?  How can you correct this and bring things into a proper balance? 

6.       How have you dealt with any disappointment with God or disillusionment with the 
Christian life you have experienced?  What do you think is the best way to deal with it if 
it arises in the future? 

7.       In v.23 Paul says we are awaiting adoption as sons (future), and yet back in v.15 he 
told us we have received the Spirit of adoption (past).  How does the already/not yet 
principle clarify these statements?  Likewise, v.24 says we were saved.  In what sense are 
you saved, and in what sense are you not yet saved? 

8.       What are the firstfruits?  What does he mean by saying we have received “the 
firstfruits of the Spirit”?  How does this announce the already/not yet principle? 

9.       What is biblical hope?  What is the grounds for our hope in “what is not seen,” (i.e. 
the “not yet”)? 

10.   Pray! 


