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1.       Read Matthew 8:18-22 
  
2.       What is the background to these encounters, and how does that play into what Jesus says 
here to these two men?  What misconceptions could that feed that Jesus is correcting in these 
encounters? 
  
3.       The first person we encounter in our text is a bible scholar and teacher called a Scribe, who 
says, “Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.”  From this statement we see that he has a 
wrong view of who Jesus is and a wrong view of himself.  How does He view Jesus?  How does 
he view himself? 
  
4.       Jesus responds to this Scribe by telling him, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”  What is Jesus telling this Scribe (and 
us) about what it’s like to follow Him?   How do you feel about that when you consider your 
future as a follower of Christ?  Is there anything about it you’re not ok with? 
  
5.       In responding this way, Jesus unearths the underlying pride in the Scribe’s heart.  Why is 
pride such a dangerous thing in the human heart as it pertains to one’s relationship with God? 
  
6.       The second person to approach Jesus is referred to as a disciple.  He asks Jesus if he can first 
bury his father (before following Him).  What is this disciple asking for, and what is it revealing in 
his heart? 
  
7.       Jesus responds to him by saying, “Let the dead bury their own dead.”  What does He mean 
by that, and what is the lesson we are to learn from it as it pertains to following Him?  
  
8.       Practically speaking, what does following Jesus look like or involve? 
  
9.       As a follower of Christ, what are some of the challenges you have in following Him? 
  
10.   Pray! 

 


