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1.       Read Matthew 8:5-13 
  
2.       The encounter that Jesus has with this centurion is unique for a number of reasons, 
foremost of which is Jesus’ response to this man’s faith, as we are told that He “marveled” at 
it.  Along those lines, why does Jesus respond to this encounter by telling the crowds that 
“many will come from east and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
in the kingdom of heaven, while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer 
darkness.”?  What’s the significance of that statement, and how does it tie into this 
encounter and Jesus marveling at this man’s faith? 
  
3.       Perhaps the most extraordinary thing about this centurion’s faith was the humility 
displayed in it.  In what ways was his humility displayed? 
  
4.       How would you describe humility?  Conversely, how would you describe pride? 
  
5.       How would you go about trying to discern the presence of either pride or humility in your 
life? 
  
6.       In C.S. Lewis’ book Mere Christianity, he tells us what it’s like to encounter a truly humble 
person.  He says that we wouldn’t come away from that encounter thinking, “Wow, what a 
humble person he or she was.”  But he says that we’d come away from that encounter thinking 
how much of an interest that person just took in us.  Do you agree with this?  If so, why is taking 
an interest in others such a telling sign of the presence of humility? 
  
7.       The Westminster Larger Catechism asks in question 129, “What is required of superiors 
towards their inferiors?” The answer is, “It is required of superiors, according to that power they 
receive from God, and that relation wherein they stand, to love, pray for, and bless their 
inferiors; to instruct, counsel and admonish them; countenancing, commending, and rewarding 
such as do well; and discountenancing, reproving, and chastising such as do bad; protecting, and 
providing for them all things necessary for soul and body: and, by grave, wise, holy, and 
exemplary carriage, to procure glory to God, honor to themselves, and so to preserve that 
authority which God hath put upon them.”  What do you learn about your responsibility 
towards those under your authority, and how does this tie into humility?  
  
8.       C.S. Lewis also refers to pride as “the great sin,” and says “by comparison unchastity, anger, 
greed, drunkenness, and all that, are mere flea bites.”  What is it about pride that makes it “the 
great sin”? 
  
9.       How is it that we see Christ’s humility so clearly and powerfully displayed in this centurion’s 
humility? 
  
10.   Pray! 


