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1.       Read Matthew 16 v1-12 
  
2.       In the opening scene in our text the Pharisees and Sadducees come to “test” Jesus by giving 
them a sign from heaven.  Jesus replies by in essence telling them the signs of the times tell 
them all they need to know, and saying the only sign He will give them is the sign of Jonah.  
What does He mean by “The signs of the times,” and why weren’t the Pharisees and Sadducees 
able to interpret them?  And moreover, what is the sign of Jonah? 
  
3.       Why was it so unusual for the Pharisees and Sadducees to form an alliance in coming to 
Jesus?  What was so different about their beliefs? 
  
4.       For as unlikely an alliance as the Pharisees and Sadducees were, there were a few things 
their teaching had in common that Jesus warns His disciples (and us) to beware of.  The first is 
that they both undermined the Scriptures.  How did the Pharisees do this, and what is an 
example of it?  How did the Sadducees do it and what is an example of it? 
  
5.       They also both focused on the external form of their religion rather than on the heart.  This 
is in essence what hypocrisy is.  Why is teaching that focuses merely on the exterior such a 
danger to the Christian? 
  
6.       Lastly, they both had a very earthly view of the Messiah and His kingdom.  Due to the 
context, this seems to me what Jesus has foremost in mind.  What does it mean that they “had a 
very earthly view of the Messiah and His kingdom”?  How does this come out in v.5-12?   What 
is the lesson to learn from it? 
  
7.       The larger principle here is to beware of all teaching.  What does this mean, why is it 
important, and how do you apply this, both for yourself and your children (if you have kids)?  
Please think about and answer all three parts of this question. 
  
8.       We need not only beware of teaching outside the church, but also inside of it.  Where does 
this come out in our text?  
  
9.       Why is it important to beware of what you are being taught inside the church?  How can 
you better beware of what you are being taught in the church to help ensure you are not 
corrupted by “leavouness” teaching?  Again, be practical and think about it both for yourself and 
your kids if you are a parent. 
  
10.   Pray! 

 


