
Sermon Study Questions 

March 27, 2022 

1.       Read Romans 4:1-8 
  
2.       In v.9 Paul asks, “Is this blessing (speaking of justification) only for the circumcised, or is it 
for the uncircumcised also.”  What is Paul asking there?  Why is that a logical question in light 
of what he has been previously saying in ch.4? 

  
3.       How does Paul prove from Abraham’s own life that circumcision (i.e. keeping the law) isn’t 
needed to be saved? 

  
4.       If Abraham was justified by faith before he was circumcised, why then was circumcision 
added?  Or to put it another way, what’s the purpose of circumcision? 

  
5.       What does Paul mean by saying that “Abraham received the sign of circumcision as a seal 
of the righteousness that he had by faith?” 

  
6.       The Reformed Confessions teach in accordance with Scripture that baptism has replaced 
circumcision in the new era of the Covenant of Grace.  For example, the Belgic Confession says, 
“What circumcision was to the Jews, baptism is to our children.”  Likewise, The Heidelberg 
Catechism says, “by baptism, as the sign of the covenant, children of believers must be grafted 
into the Christian church and distinguished from the children of unbelievers. This was done in 
the old covenant by circumcision, in place of which baptism was instituted in the new 
covenant.”  On what basis are they making that conclusion? 

  
7.       Paul’s main point in this passage is that the gospel he has been preaching, saying that man 
is saved by faith alone apart from works, isn’t something he came up with, but that same 
message can be traced all the way back to Abraham’s own experience.  Thus, people have 
always been saved in the same way, whether under the old administration of the Covenant of 
Grace or the new administration of it; by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone.  With 
that in mind, seeing that the way of salvation has always been the same, has the pattern of 
salvation we see in Abraham (faith, followed by covenantal sign for believer and offspring) 
remained the same, or has it been changed somewhere in the NT?  Support your answer from 
Scripture.  

  
8.       How does Col.2:11-12 provide further textual support that baptism has replaced 
circumcision?  

  
9.       What would you say if someone asked you, “On what grounds do you baptize your 
children?” 

  
10.   Pray! 

 


