
Sermon Study Questions 

August 14, 2022 
 

1.       Read Matthew 21:12-22 
  
2.       When Jesus enters the Temple (lit., the outer court of the Temple), He sees money 
changers and those who were selling pigeons for sacrifice.  He responds by overturning their 
tables and driving out of the Temple grounds those were doing this.  Why did Jesus respond this 
way?  What did this act symbolize? 
  
3.       If we skip down to v.18 we find Jesus the next day returning to Jerusalem after spending the 
night in Bethany.  As He was returning to the city He was hungry and saw a fig tree in leaf, so He 
went to the tree to look for fruit and finding none He cursed the fig tree and it at once withered. 
Why did Jesus respond this way to the fig tree?  
  
4.       In what way is the fig tree like the Temple? 
  
5.       What does Jesus mean by referring to the Temple as “a den of robbers”? 
  
6.       How does the cursing and withering of the fig tree illustrate the cleansing of the Temple? 
  
7.       In the cleansing of the Temple and the cursing and withering of the fig tree we learn the 
danger of hypocrisy.  How do we learn this lesson?  What is, and what is not, a hypocrite? 
  
8.       The lesson in the cleansing of the Temple and the cursing and withering of the fig tree is 
that where there is no fruit there is no safety.  Expand on that and discuss what it means. 
  
9.       In this scene Jesus is foreshadowing the judgment that would come upon Israel in AD 70 
when the Roman army would level the Temple and destroy the city of Jerusalem.  But He is also 
making a statement about the era of Temple worship coming to a close as it was coming to its 
fulfillment in Jesus.  How does Jesus fulfill the Temple and all that took place in it?  How do 
verses 20-22 tie into this theme? 
  
10.   Pray! 

 
 

 


