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1.      Read Matthew 23:1-12 
  
2.      In our passage Jesus is doing two things.  He is exposing the hypocrisy of the 
Pharisees and Scribes, and He is extolling the virtue of humility.  Why does Jesus need to 
expose their hypocrisy?  What makes it so that hypocrisy may be difficult to spot? 
  
3.      The first sign Jesus points to which exposes hypocrisy is the inconsistency between 
the words and the works of these religious leaders.  However, everyone is guilty of this in 
some capacity.  What is it that helps us to identify hypocrisy amidst any inconsistencies? 
  
4.      Jesus tells His audience that though they are hypocrites, they are still to do and 
observe all that they say.  What is He teaching us here? 
  
5.      Jesus also points to pride as something that exposes hypocrisy.  Where is the pride in 
the Pharisees and Scribes seen?  How does that help you to identify pride in yourself?  
How does it help you to identify pride in others (specifically in church leaders)? 
  
6.      In v.8-12 Jesus exalts humility.  What does He mean by saying to His audience 
that “you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all 
brothers. And call no man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in 
heaven.  Neither be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Christ.”? 
  
7.      Jesus says the greatest among you shall be your servant.  What is a servant? Why is a 
servant the greatest? 
  
8.      Whereas in ch.20 Jesus points to His sacrificial death as the inspiration for us to 
pursue humility, in this passage He points to something else, as He tells us that whoever 
exalts himself will be humbled and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.  Explain 
what each of those clauses mean. 
  
9.      What practical application can you make from this text/sermon? 
  
10.  Pray! 

 


